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Check the library’s Location Guide and Summit Catalog for the current location of
sources mentioned in this pathfinder.

PURPOSE:

This pathfinder will help you to check the form and accuracy of legal and other citations.
Highlighted are finding aids, indexes and research tools most frequently consulted for
this type of work. This is not an exhaustive discussion of legal research methodology or a
complete overview of the Law Library's resources. See, e.g., Jacobstein, Mersky, Dunn,
LEGAL RESEARCH ILLUSTRATED (8th ed. 2002) Reserves KF240 .J32 2002. If you have
questions that have not been answered in this pathfinder, please ask one of the librarians.

OUTLINE:

I. INTERPRETING CITATIONS
1. LOCATING SECONDARY AND PRIMARY SOURCES
I11. LOCATING PERIODICALS

IV. LOCATING GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS

INTERPRETING CITATIONS

To check the form of an abbreviation or acronym in a citation, begin by looking in
these specialized dictionaries:

Acronyms, Initialisms and Abbreviations Dictionary
Reference P 365 .A28

Bieber’s Dictionary of Legal Abbreviations on Lexis
http://web.lexis.com/xchange/practiceareas/librarian/default.asp

e Enter atitle, e.g., Syracuse Law Review in the “Check a Citation” box and
you will retrieve the correct citation form (and multiple forms, if applicable)
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Bieber’s Dictionary of Legal Abbreviations
Reference KF 246 .B46 (see online version, above)

Introduction to Basic Legal Citation
http://www.law.cornell.edu/citation/

Guide to Federal Government Acronyms
Reference JK 464

World Dictionary of Legal Abbreviations
Reference K89 .K38

OR consult the “Tables of Abbreviations” in these publications:

Black’s Law Dictionary
Reference KF 156 .B53

Periodical Indexes (e.g., Index to Legal Periodicals, Current Law Index)
Floor 3 index shelves

To create an abbreviation, begin by looking in these sources:

Igor I. Kavass, Bieber's Dictionary of Legal Abbreviations Reversed
Reference K89 .K37

Mary Miles Prince, Bieber’s Dictionary of Legal Citations
Reference KF 245 .P73

The Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citation, 17" ed.
Reference & Reserves KF 245. B58

LOCATING TEXTS AND PRIMARY SOURCES

To check the accuracy of a citation, you must locate the source from which the citation
derives, then verify the volume and page number.

A. Check Online Catalog By Author, Title or Keywords
SUMMIT is the Syracuse University’s online “‘card’ catalog. You can search for known
sources by titles or authors, by keywords and phrases, or a combination of elements.

For most focused results, use the ‘Advanced Search’ tab.

For assistance with searching, use the online help screens accessible from the navigation
bar at the top of each search screen.
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B. Check the Card Catalog for Historical Materials

Search the card catalog for titles not found in online catalog. The card catalog, situated
behind the ‘stand-up’ terminals across from the Circulation Desk, may be searched by
author, title or Library of Congress Subject Headings. Ask a librarian for assistance.

LOCATING PERIODICALS
A. Check Journal Titles In SUMMIT

The Library maintains many periodicals in print, with older volumes in the microfiche
collection. To determine if a particular journal is part of the Library’s collection, search
the online catalog by “Journal Title.”

B. Westlaw & Lexis

Westlaw and Lexis also provide access to the full text of periodicals. Both services are
quite forgiving with citation formats; in other words, if you type in the full title instead
Bluebook format, you will still pull up the document. The first page of the document
provides complete bluebook citation format. Keep in mind that “Star Pagination,” also
applies to journals.

Example: Laurence H. Tribe, Essay: the Curvature of Constitutional Space:
What Lawyers Can Learn from Modern Physics, 103 Harvard Law Rev. 1

LexisNexis

@ LexisNexis- Facticedmareges ) (@anstd Click on the “Get a Document” tab and
5" Duf:::nzf‘""“*"* Shepards®-CheckaCitation)  tyye iy the full title if you don’t know the
sation correct citation form. You can also enter a
Click the Citation Formats link to locate the correct citation format for any SDECifiC page number, e.g., 14, |f yOU

retrievable publication, even if you know only part of its name. wished to review a particular page of the
Get by Citation Tips text
103 harvard law review 1| Citation Formats

Ta request multiple citations, use Get & Print m

The bluebook citation will appear on page 1 above the title.

On Microsoft Internet Explorer, you can go to any page
from the ‘page’ box at the bottom of the screen.

|AEprnre Page 103 Harv. LRev. 1,* =] 149

€l
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Westlaw

westlawcom T Westlaw Westnews

Find this document by citation:
IIDS harvard law review 13 LGHR

@

W tlﬁw “'ﬂ.‘&Westlav\r | Research Trail | Help © m
Law School wWestlaw Westnews
Welcome | Find | KeyCite | Directory | Table of Contents | KeySearch IMore 'l
Citelist | kccitingRef | 108 | | /8 Review 103 HVLR 1 E
Harvard Law Review
\—: © THE CURVATURE OF CONSTITUTIONAL SPACE: WHAT LAWYERS

CAM LEARM FROM MODERM PHYSICS

MNe Movernber, 1989

The citation for the article .
. . . tice Brennan stressed Toungberg and Estelle, the spirit of his argument B
appears In the cite IISt e from Boddie. From a post-Mewtoman perspective, Boddie is the

Print Al Options = / Thote drammatc case and provides tl}e st.ror‘lger‘pTara‘]lel to I?eShan:ay. As i‘.an‘oddie, 1

the governmental act y——*

ofalecal stucre the) - The text of page 13 appears on the screen
1. 103 Harv. L. Rev. 1 Harvard
Law Review November, 1080

child abuse -- was not
Eszay THE CURVATURE COF

result of the sinple e - -
again as i Boddie, it was the monopoly created by the legal structure n DeShaney
CONSTITUTIONAL SPACE: WHAT
LAWYERS CAN LEARN FROM

de the plantiff peculiarly vulnerable. [FI54
MODERN PHYSICS Laurence H. may all be engulfed by, and dependent upon, the structure of the law, but
Tribe [Fla] e not all rendered equally sulnerable by it. If the special dependence upon the
law and its omissions that is expenienced by the most vulnerable among us could be =l

N NS SN S | SRR NSVVESS. NS SN | POPSERST S [ SO - A
PrintDoc | ILocate 'l @
|&] Done l_l_le Internet

C. Periodical Indexes

FORMAT | COVERAGE | LOCATION

Paper 1886 — present | Index to Legal Periodicals, Index Table Reference, Fl. 3
1980 — present | Current Law Index, Index Table Referenc{ |.3

Lexis 177 - Legal Resource Index (LAWREV;LGLIND)

Westlaw 1980- Legal Resource Index (LRI)

Internet 8/81 — Index to Legal Periodicals (COL patrons only)

Index to Legal Periodicals and Current Law Index are annual publications with monthly
supplements organized by subject. There are also case and statute name indexes.

Index to Legal Periodicals Database is available through the Law Library’s web site at:
http://www.law.syr.edu/lawlibrary/electronic/periodicals.asp.

ILP online now offers many full-text articles. For instances where no full-text is
available, you can link to the online catalog directly from the ILP citation screen.
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D. Periodicals Published Before 1980

FORMAT | COVERAGE | LOCATION

Paper 1886 — present | Index to Legal Periodicals Index Table Reference, Fl. 3
Internet varies Hein Online (College of Law access only)

databases http://www.law.syr.edu/lawlibrary/electronic/periodicals.asp

The Index to Legal Periodicals is an annual print index, with monthly supplements
which indexes law reviews and legal journals by broad subject headings. You can also

search by case or statute name.

Hein Online is a fully searchable, electronic collection of prominent legal journals,
focused on the pre-1925 historical era, with complete runs of important titles.
Browse journals alphabetically by title, author or article title.

Search titles, authors and full-text.

Exact page images are displayed, with full ability to cut-and-paste.

E. Current Index to Legal Periodicals (CILP)

FORMAT | COVERAGE | LOCATION
Westlaw Most recent8 | CILP
weeks
Internet CILP (College of Law access only)
databases http://www.law.syr.edu/lawlibrary/electronic/periodicals.asp

CILP is the most current legal periodical index. It accesses over 500 legal publications
including complete tables of content of all journals indexed; articles are indexed within
100 relevant subject headings. The CILP service on the Law Library web site is restricted
to Syracuse University College of Law faculty, students, and staff.

F. Other periodical indexes

FORMAT | COVERAGE | LOCATION

Print 1960 - Index to Foreign Legal Periodicals, Reference Index Table
Internet 1985- Index to Foreign Legal Periodicals

database http://www.law.syr.edu/lawlibrary/electronic/periodicals.asp

In addition to the sources described above, check SUMMIT for topic specific and non-
law periodical indexes.
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LOCATING GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS
A. Federal Documents

For a general discussion of Federal Legislative History Research, see the law library’s
research guide at: http://www.law.syr.edu/lawlibrary/electronic/researchguides.asp

For a general discussion of Federal Statutes & Codes, see the law library’s research
guide at: http://www.law.syr.edu/lawlibrary/electronic/researchguides.asp

Citation Forms for United States Government Documents:

The Bluebook covers basic government document citation forms.

Georgetown has prepared an excellent Guide to Using the Bluebook — Statutes, which
explains and clarifies the Bluebook rules.
http://www.ll.georgetown.edu/lib/guides/bluebook5 7.html

There are a number of comprehensive sources for help in constructing document
citations. A few of those are listed here. Please note that the citation forms cited in these
sources may deviate from Bluebook formats.

Brief Guide to Citing Government Publications (University of Memphis)
http://exlibris.memphis.edu/resource/unclesam/citeweb.html

Citing Government Information Sources
Using MLA (Modern Language Association) Style (University of Nevada)
http://www.library.unr.edu/depts/bgic/quides/government/cite.html

CALI Lesson: Forms of Federal Statutory Publication
http://cali.law.umn.edu/Isn/cat-lwr.html

FORMAT | COVERAGE | LOCATION
Paper 1970 — present | CIS Annual Legislative Histories Unclassified Floor 2
Index 1789-1969 CIS US Serial Set Index Bird Library 21223 .79 C65 1975
Microform | 1970 — present | CIS Documents Microfiche Unclassified
Westlaw varies Check the online directories for help in locating databases for
Lexis collections of legislative documents and individual databases for
legislative histories of significant acts
Internet varies Thomas
http:thomas.loc.gov
GPO Access
http://www.access.gpo.gov/
LexisNexis Academic — CIS and Congressional Databases
http://www.law.syr.edu/lawlibrary/electronic/federal.asp
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The CIS Legislative Histories collection is the most comprehensive source for legislative
documents of enacted legislation, 1970-. It contains:

e Legislative histories (indexes and texts) for federal laws enacted from 1970
to the present

e Much of the same material may be found on LexisNexis Academic — CISs
and Congressional databases.

The CIS Serial Set Index at Bird Library provides access to pre-1970 congressional
documents.

Westlaw contains:
e Individual legislative histories for significant acts
e United States Code Congressional and Administrative News (committee reports)
e Congressional Record
e Bill status and texts.

Lexis contains:
e CIS (this is easier to use in print)
e Individual legislative histories
e Congressional Record
e Bill status and texts.

Thomas, the congressional database from the Library of Congress, is a good source for:
e Recent congressional bills and committee reports
e Recent bill status and text
e Links to the Congressional Record.

GPOACccess is the U.S. Government Printing Office’s portal to published government
information from all branches of government.

B. State Documents

For most states, current documents may be found on the Internet. Collections may reside
on a state library home page, a state assembly or senate homepage, an agency site, or an
academic law library site. Westlaw and Lexis also provide some access to state bills and
bill tracking records as well as cases, statutes and administrative codes. Westlaw has
recently launched a state legislative history collection; contents vary by state.

For a discussion of New York State Legislative History Research, see the law library’s
research guide at: http://www.law.syr.edu/lawlibrary/electronic/researchguides.asp
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Citation Forms for State Government Documents

Georgetown’s Guide to Using the Bluebook — Statutes, explains and clarifies the
Bluebook rules on citing state statutes:
http://www.ll.georgetown.edu/lib/guides/bluebook5 7.html

FORMAT | COVERAGE | LOCATION

Westlaw varies by state | Check the current print or online directory for state information

Lexis varies by state | Check the current print or online directory for state information

Internet varies Findlaw- States’ Resources
http://www.findlaw.com/11stategov/index.html
State Web Locator — Chicago Kent
http://www.infoctr.edu/swi

Print varies State Yellow Book Reference JK 2403 .S755
The Book of States Reference JK 2403 .B6

Findlaw is an excellent starting point for state document research. It provides links to
district, state and county courts as well as state directories, municipal codes and a search
engine for each state’s government web sites.

The State Web Locator at Chicago-Kent law school is a well-organized site with links to

executive, legislative and judicial information in addition to state agencies and
departments.
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