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3. ANEED AND AN OPPORTUNITY

Engaging in pro bono service assists by meeting the legal needs of millions of people who need
assistance and cannot afford it. Although there are many legal services that provide representation,
the need is far greater than the current services that are available.

As a law student, pro bono work will provide you with an opportunity to enrich your education and
develop your legal skills. Students participating in pro bono work garner experience problem solving,
researching, writing, and client interviewing. Pro bono work also exposes you to different areas of
law and gives you an opportunity to network with practicing attorneys who could offer you
mentorship and references in the future. Additionally, pro bono work helps establish an important
habit to carry throughout your career.

4. NEW YORK STATE BAR REQUIREMENT

New York State requires completion of pro bono work as part of the bar application process. Under
Rule 520.16 of the Rules of the Court of Appeals, applicants who successfully pass the bar
examination in New York must demonstrate that they have performed 50 hours of qualifying pro
bono service before applying for admission to practice. This is achieved through the execution of an
affidavit by you and your supervisor to be submitted with your character and fitness application.
Requirements, including recording your hours, are different than the College of Law’s optional
program.

To satisfy Rule 520.16, pro bono tasks must be law-related, performed under the supervision of an
attorney, and certified by the attorney as part of your application. The full text of Rule 520.16 is
available at http://www.nycourts.gov/ctapps/520rules10.htm#B16. Work for credit is included in
this rule.

The New York State Requirement is mandatory for bar admission. You and your supervisor will
need to complete the Form Affidavit of Compliance to be admitted. For additional guidance on this
requirement and for a current version of the Form Affidavit of Compliance, please visit
https://www.nvcourts.cov/attorneys/probono/baradmissionreqgs.shtml

New York State is currently the only state with a mandatory pre-admission pro bono requirement.
For more information visit:

https://www.americanbat.org/eroups/probono public service/policy/bar pre admission pro bo
no.html

Please note that Syracuse University College of Law will not verify your hours for purposes
of admission to the New York State bar. The attorney supervisor at the placement must
verify your hours.









10. SAMPLES OF PAST PRO BONO OPPORTUNITIES

Eviction Defense in Landlord Tenant Court

VLP, the Syracuse Volunteer Lawyers Project, runs an attorney of the day program every
morning in Syracuse City Landlord-Tenant Court. This is an exciting opportunity to help
volunteer attorneys represent tenants facing eviction and to observe the landlord-tenant court
proceedings and negotiation processes. Volunteers conduct intake and present the case to the
volunteer attorney. This ground-work is vital because it allows the attorney to quickly grasp
the essence of the case and focus on the defenses and negotiations to effectively represent the
client. 2L and 3L students may have the option of representing clients under a student practice
order if they volunteer on a weekly basis for a year. This progra












