March 27, 2020

Dear Students,
As you know, I’ve been closely monitoring how the current situation may impact the
administration of the bar exam this summer. The most recent update posted by the NCBE is
worth sharing, and I have copied the text below. I will be devoting my bar class on Monday,
March 30th to a Q&A open to all of the Class of 2020. If you are not enrolled in LAW 800 and
would like to attend, please email me for a guest link for Blackboard Collaborate and indicate
whether you would like to attend the morning (8:30am EST) or afternoon (1:00pm EST) section.
Yours,
Courtney A. Abbott Hill
Associate Director of Student Affairs, Academic and Bar Support
College of Law

NCBE COVID-19 UPDATES
Last updated March 26, 2020, 5:58 pm (CDT)
http://www.ncbex.org/ncbe-covid-19-updates/

NCBE continues to monitor the coronavirus (COVID-19) situation closely. The health and safety
of bar applicants and of our employees and volunteers are of paramount importance to us. We
will update this page as new information becomes available.
We are all facing an unprecedented set of challenges as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. At
NCBE, we understand the concerns candidates have about the July bar exam, and we have been
working diligently with jurisdiction bar admission offices to devise solutions that will protect the
health and safety of examinees and jurisdiction staff, as well as the integrity of the licensure
process.
Each jurisdiction will make its own decision about whether it is able to administer the July bar
exam, based on factors including ongoing office closures, state and local restrictions on
gatherings, and test venue availability. NCBE stands ready to support jurisdictions in their
decisions. Specifically, as a result of consultation with jurisdictions, NCBE is offering the
following options to US jurisdictions that administer the MBE, the MEE, and the MPT, including
all UBE jurisdictions.

NCBE’s Decision-Making Timeline
NCBE will make its decision about whether to deploy the MBE, the MEE, and the MPT for a July
administration on or about Tuesday, May 5. NCBE’s decision will be based on whether there
would be a sufficient number of jurisdictions and examinees to support equating of scores and
all the scoring support and grader training associated with the exam.
By that time—roughly six weeks from now—each jurisdiction should be in a better position to
determine whether administering a July exam is possible. While this is not the immediate
answer some are seeking, it does provide a definite timeline for NCBE’s decision about whether
to make our tests available for July. Our decision will depend on jurisdiction decisions about
administration as well as the status on May 5 of federal, state, and local health orders for
isolation/distancing.
Jurisdictions are at varying points on a decision about a July administration. Some have felt the
impact of COVID-19 more severely than others. The goal is that by May 5 we will all know more
and can have more confidence in our decision about whether there will be a July exam
anywhere.
Fall Exam
Given the uncertainty about whether a July exam can take place, it is prudent to plan now for
an additional administration of the exam before the February 2021 exam. NCBE will offer
another set of bar exam materials—MBE, MEE, and MPT—for an administration in the fall. If
there is in fact a July exam, the fall exam materials will be a different set of questions. Scores
earned in UBE jurisdictions in the fall administration would constitute UBE scores. We are
currently working closely with jurisdictions all across the country to find a fall date that works
for the most examinees and jurisdictions.
Jurisdictions that cannot administer in July, or cannot administer at normal seating capacity,
will have the fall administration date as an alternative or additional option. It would delay
admission, but only by about two months, which examinees should find preferable to waiting
until February 2021.
We will continue to monitor the COVID-19 crisis in the weeks and months ahead and are
prepared to continue to develop additional solutions if the situation changes. We recognize
that this is a very stressful time for law school graduates who want the opportunity to take the
bar exam. To those graduates, we offer our support and the assurance that we are working
hard to find solutions that permit them to sit for a bar exam and become licensed.
There are no simple answers and no great solutions in this situation. We are trying to provide
some certainty in truly uncertain times, while maintaining the integrity of the bar admissions
process for the benefit and protection of the public.

